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March 2015 

Promoting cycling in Bromley Borough, especially 

through example, encouragement and leadership, 

particularly for those who have never cycled! 

We also lobby elected representatives for 

improvements to cycling conditions in our borough 
and beyond. 

See our website for details of all the cycling fun we 
have on our many rides! 

Borough Coordinators Report 

Communications: In January we held a 
communications meeting to discuss more 
efficient ways of keeping everyone 
informed about our multiple activities. In 
this day and age there are a multitude of 
communications platforms available 
(including magazine inserts), and we 
have to be selective as we cannot 
possibly service them all even if we 
wished to. If you have any thoughts on 
how we communicate with you, as a 

valued member of the group, we would 
be interested to hear from you.  

Orpington 1st: In January I had a 
meeting with Rachelle Harte who is again 
coordinating all of the events on behalf of 
‘Orpington 1st’ and the great news is 
'Cyclemania' will be happening on the 
closed High St in September 2015. 

Space4Cycling: The Churchfields 
'Space4Cycling' wish has gone before 
the borough planning committee and has 
been deferred. The committee have 
asked the developers (London Electricity) 
to report to them about levels of noise 
should permission be granted. We 
expect that the council will grant 
permission and require the developers to 
establish the cycle path as a condition of 
the development. 

We have organised some great winter rides... 

Cheese Again 
Train to Otford where the ride 
started, then through the 
lanes of West Kent to the 
Winterdale Shaw Cheese 
Farm where they produce the 
high class cheese of the same 
name. Pub lunch at ‘T he 
Black Horse’ at Stansted. 
Back to Eynsford via the 
delightful Knatts Valley. Train to Bromley. Debriefing in the 
Shortland’s Tavern. 

Sevenoaks Scenic  

An Andrew Fergar hilly special along the lanes around 
Sevenoaks; we visited the beautiful and historic Penshurst 
Place. A dry and cool day, so ideal winter riding conditions. 
Very sociable lunch at Chiddingstone Heath. In the afternoon 
there was a rather exciting ‘bake off’ between Marge and 
Elena. Another ride debriefing in the Shortlands Tavern. 

London Christmas Lights 
Tessa led a delightful Sunday evening ride into Central 
London to see the Christmas Lights. We visited Tower Bridge, 
Covent Garden, Oxford St etc. It was brilliant to ride past lines 
of queueing motor traffic taking in the sights and lights of the 
capital at this festive time of year. Mulled wine on the South 
Bank before riding home again. 

View Tube Loop 
A rather damp ride along 
the quietways of SE London 
to Woolwich where we took 
the ferry. Following the 
traffic free Greenway we 
cycled to the Olympic Site, 
lunched nearby in a very 
pleasant cafe and then took 
the Cable Car back across 
the river. Waterlink Way 
home. 

PTO 
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Come and join our Rides… 
 

Wednesday Weekly Wanders 

Every Wednesday at 7.30 pm we meet at 
Bromley South Station to go for a sociable 
cycle ride to a pub where we enjoy a drink 
and chat. You can register for the wander 
on our website (but you don’t have to). 
So why not come and join us.  

Some Future Weekly Wanders 

11/03/2015 ............ The Bridge House, Penge 
18/03/2015 ............. The Cricketers, Orpington 
25/03/2015 ...............The Ivy House, Nunhead 
01/04/2015 ....... The Railway, West Wickham 
08/04/2015 .... Olde White Lion, Locks Bottom 
15/04/2015 ............. The George, Beckenham 
22/04/2015 ........The Woodman, Farnborough 

 

29/04/2015 ............ Queens Head, Chislehurst 
06/05/2015 .........The White Bear, Fickleshole 
13/05/2015 ......... Blacksmiths Arms, Cudham 
20/05/2015 ....... The Railway, West Wickham 
27/05/2015 ..Change of Horses, Farnborough 
03/06/2015 ...................... The Lamb, Swanley 
10/06/2015 ....................... The Cock, Halstead 

 

Bigfoot to Brighton (B2B) 

We are now well into the programme of training rides for the Bigfoot Hayes to Brighton 
Cycle Ride in May.  

The next training ride is number 3 in the 5 ride series so if you haven’t done so already it 
is time to get into training for this fabulous outing. You can read about previous B2B rides 
in the reports on our website. It is right to 
say that not everyone will be able to cycle 

all the way to Brighton but you may be 
assured that it is well within the 
capabilities of the average healthy person 
(man, woman or child over the age of 11) 
who thinks they would like to have a go.  

If you have any doubts read Lynn’s story 
on our website. Why not give it a try and 
surprise yourself and your family and 
friends – or better still invite your family 
and friends to come too. 

Training rides are on Sundays and start from Panagua Bikes in Hayes at 10 am. There 

are several groups covering different abilities. If you are not sure which group you are 
suited to we would suggest you start low and work up. 

The dates are 8 & 29 M arch and 19 April. The actual ride is Sunday 3 May. 

The whole programme is organised by the brilliant Adam Shepherd of Bigfoot Cycling 

Club. More info on their website. 

Afternoon Tea - Shoreham 

On 6 April (Easter Monday) we will ride 
from Bromley South to Shoreham to visit 
the little Battle of Britain Museum and 
attached Tea-Room for afternoon tea and 
cake. There will be an opportunity to look 
around the museum for those who wish 
before we ride back to Bromley. 

Crossness Pumping Station 

A Bromley Cyclists’ favourite. The ride 
has been rejigged into a circular rather 
than up and back on the same route. The 
pumping station is a cathedral of victorian 
ironwork which is being restored. If you 
haven’t been before then don’t miss it. 

Whitstable 
Another favourite. Date has yet to be 
confirmed but it is likely to be in late 
June/early July. This is one of our longest 

rides and takes all day (we don’t hurry). It 
is a challenging ride but great fun, mostly 
on quiter roads and cycle paths. Keep 
your eye on the website for more details. 

For further information about our rides, please don't hesitate to contact us by email:- rides@bromleycyclists.org 

Other news 

CYCLE BROMLEY FORUM - The first Cycle Bromley Forum was held on 29 January. Bromley Cyclists were represented by Group 

Coordinator: Spencer Harradine. Other stakeholders included representatives from: Bromley Council – Cycling Projects & Programmes, 
Transport Planning, Road Safety, Parks & Green spaces, Public Health, Bigfoot Cycle Club, the Cycle ReCycle Project, the police Cycle 
Crime & Safer Transport Team, Orpington BID and Panagua Bikes. The next meeting date is proposed as 19 March 2015. 

MONTHLY MEETINGS – We have once again relocated our monthly meetings venue and have now secured a room at Bromley Cricket 
Club. The club provides access to a dedicated, comfortable and private meeting room at a reasonable cost. Please come and join us, 
you will be made most welcome. 

NEW GROUP TREASURER – At the February monthly meeting Mrs Linda Rampling was elected to take over as our treasurer from 

Paul Hardy who retired. A vote of thanks to Paul was recorded for his contribution to the group. Other Group officers are unchanged. 

CYCLE RECYCLE – The CycleReCycling project is a non-profit organisation which rescues abandoned and unclaimed bikes from going 
to landfill. Donated bicycles are made roadworthy and sold at a nominal cost to people who want to cycle but cannot afford a new bike.  
The project has already seen many old bicycles finding new homes and once again enjoying life on the open road. 

Meetings (note - another new meeting venue):  

Bromley Cyclists hold monthly meetings on the 2nd Monday of the month, the next one will be at Bromley Cricket Club, 
98 Plaistow Lane, Bromley Kent BR1 3AS. Why not come and join us; you’ll make some new cycling friends. 

Our Team: 
 

Borough Coordinator ....................Spencer Harradine 

Treasurer .......................................... Linda Rampling 
Secretary.................................................... Eve Evans 
Rides Coordinator  ...................Eve Evans & John Wood 

Communications .................................. Richard Gibbons 

Transport, Travel & Infrastructure  .................John Wood 
Dr Bike specialist ......................................Steve Watkin 
Elected officers are in bold. 

 


