
 The London Cycling Campaign 
(Attn Bromley Cyclists) 

2 Newhams Row 
 LONDON 
 SE1 3UZ 

 Tel: 07966 39 59 15 
 email: info@bromleycyclists.org 

04 April 2017 

Ref: 17/00429/FULL1 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

SHaW Futures Academy planning application 

I write on behalf of Bromley Cyclists the local group of the London Cycling 
Campaign. I am having trouble submitting this on your website so would be grateful if 
you would add my comments to the submissions about this project plan. I would be 
grateful if you would acknowledge receipt of my submission. 

We acknowledge the need for additional secondary education resources in the 
borough, and find the SHaW’s educational concept to be interesting. 

However, we are mainly concerned with the Transport Assessment and the Interim 
Travel Plan, and the implications on the one hand for students and staff travelling to 
and from the Academy and, on the other, the public travelling via the Westmoreland 
Road/Masons Hill junction to Bromley South Station and the High Street.   In neither 
case do we find the planning application thorough and convincing:  

a) Re travel to and from the Academy 

One of SHaW’s main promotional planks is its encouragement of walking and 
cycling and the health and environmental benefits that this will bring.  
Significantly, the Academy is to have a wider catchment area than a 
conventional secondary school, which according to the LBB’s Secondary 
Admissions 2017 booklet averaged 1.92 miles in 2016.  Cycling would appear 
to have more potential than walking over longer distances, given data from 
the Walkit website showing that the percentage of 11-16 year old children 
walking to school falls dramatically for distances over 2 miles,.   

While SHaW seeks to promote cycling, it seems short on proposals as to how 
it will achieve this.  The Interim Travel Plan quite correctly includes discussion 
of awareness-raising, marketing and monitoring uptake, but has no 
proposals for infrastructural improvement and the development of new 
routes so as to facilitate cycling (except for cycle racks at the school 
itself).  If one looks at Section 2.4.2 on 'Cycle Accessibility',  SHaW is 
counting on the existing cycle network as set out in TfL maps, particularly 
B228 Masons Hill and Westmoreland Hill, and the existing 'off-road paths 
alongside the A21'.   

http://www.bromley.gov.uk/downloads/file/1948/moving_on_to_secondary_education_in_bromley_2017_leafle
http://www.bromley.gov.uk/downloads/file/1948/moving_on_to_secondary_education_in_bromley_2017_leafle
https://walkit.com/walking-to-school/facts-and-figures/
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We find this disingenuous.  Experienced cyclists may be able to navigate 
Masons Hill and Westmoreland Road, but the traffic in the area is intimidating, 
and there are no designated cycle lanes.  Unless there are considerable 
improvements parents will be reluctant to let their children use these 
roads.  The ‘off-road paths alongside the A21’ are paint-pot jobs that are 
uneven in the extreme, do not have priority at the numerous junctions they 
cross and come to sudden ends; they are simply not fit for purpose.  We get 
the impression that SHaW aims to achieve high-minded cycling and 
walking objectives on the cheap.   

b) Re those who travel via the Westmoreland Road/Masons Hill junction  

This junction is one of the borough’s leading ‘pinch points’, with considerable 
rush-hour congestion.  There are long morning tail-backs on the approaches 
to Bromley South, including Hayes Road.  With Bromley’s population forecast 
to grow by about 1% per annum, the situation can only get worse, particularly 
in this area which is adjacent to the borough’s leading station.  Moreover, the 
impact of the development of flats, a hotel, restaurants and a cinema complex 
in the St Marks Place area has yet to be felt. 

An important way of overcoming congestion is to get more people cycling to 
the railway stations, either leaving their bikes at the station or taking them on 
the train.  As Chris Boardman has pointed out, cycling is not just an 
occupation for enthusiasts; it has a crucial role to play if London is not to grind 
to a halt as its population expands.  However, cycling only accounts for about 
1.1% of all journeys in Bromley (according to Bromley’s Cycling Strategy of 
2015), and only a very small percentage of commuters who commute via 
Bromley South station presently avail themselves of this possibility – only 
about 0.4% currently leave their bikes at the station.   

There are also some powerful public health reasons for getting more 
people walking and cycling, as outlined by our member Richard Gibbons in 
questions to the Council on 1 March 2017.  He quoted the Joint Strategic 
Needs Assessment (JSNA) report 2016 finding that: “Increasing rates of 
obesity present a major challenge to the health of local people and failure to 
tackle this will have a significant impact on the Council, NHS and other public 
service providers and budgets”.  He also mentioned an inactivity crisis 
affecting the health of children and adults as highlighted in TfL’s Healthy 
Streets for London document, while London Council’s Transport and 
Environment Committee had found that most car trips made by Londoners 
could be walked or cycled. 

So given the potential health and de-congestion benefits, just how motivated 
are the cyclists?  Will they respond to incentives?  Here it is worth looking at 
TfL’s 'Improving the health of Londoners - Transport action plan', which in 
Figure 19 (p53) shows that over a large area of southeast London it is quicker 
to reach Bromley by bicycle than public transport.   This fact is a strong 
motivational factor, though individuals’ decisions to engage in cycling will also 
depend on other factors, notably the safety of the route, availability of secure 
bicycle parking, and having the necessary physical fitness and skills.    

http://content.tfl.gov.uk/improving-the-health-of-londoners-transport-action-plan.pdf
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This view was corroborated by one of two short surveys carried out in 2016, 
where adult cyclists who commute via the stations (mainly Bromley South) 
were interviewed.  Respondents were found to be highly motivated by cycling 
as a transport mode, mainly on account of the time-saving and convenience 
factors – the latter usually meaning that they could better predict their time of 
arrival than they can when using buses or being dropped off by car.  The 
respondents also emphasised health and fitness benefits.  However, many of 
the same respondents found that safety on the routes leading to Bromley 
South to be a challenge, and most felt that ‘safety and lack of confidence’ was 
the leading disincentive to others who might wish to follow their example.   

Taken together, these two pieces of evidence suggest that there is major 
potential for increased cycling to Bromley South, and this is justified on 
grounds of health and congestion.    

The SHaW Transport Assessment does not consider the potential we are 
highlighting, but seems to presuppose that the transport modes people use to 
travel to and from Bromley South station and the High Street will remain 
static.   It also gives insufficient consideration to the implications of erecting a 
large structure of this kind at a highly congested pinch point, given population 
growth and likely shifts in transport modes.  The only relevant provision we 
can see, looking at page 18 of SHaW’s ‘Design and Access Statement’, is an 
extra lane for highways expansion in Masons Hill on the approach to the 
junction with Westmoreland Road.  This clearly prioritises motor vehicles over 
other transport modes and, if implemented will funnel more cars into Bromley 
High Street which is in effect a cul-de-sac.    

In order to realise the cycling potential we indicate above, Bromley will require 
substantial infrastructural improvements to improve safety, plus promotional activities 
to popularise the activity.  Infrastructure improvement will involve better cycling 
tracks, segregated from vehicular traffic on key routes, plus a series of 
complementary improvements which might include, for example: 

 better facilities at Bromley South station in line with the growing number of 

travellers:  

 better road interchanges, including re-routing of vehicles: 

 relocation of certain bus stops, and;  

 better facilities for pedestrians.   

All this needs to be investigated and planned for in an integrated manner.   

We therefore recommend that as a matter of top priority Bromley Council engages 
in transport planning for the Bromley South area and main approach routes, 
with a view to meeting the challenges and opportunities posed by population 
increase and shifting transport modes.  The location of SHaW Futures Academy and 
the viability of walking and cycling options for those using it, may both be material to 
these decisions.  For example the building of a large school on such a small property 
may pre-empt necessary road improvements at the junction.  For this reason we 

https://bromleylibdems.org.uk/en/page/cycling-survey-results
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propose the planning application be put on hold until a clear transport plan is 
adopted.   

We would in particular recommend commissioning a usage and attitude survey to 
check out, and further research, the findings of the short survey of cyclists mentioned 
above.  The objective should be to assess the potential for increased cycling by 
commuters using Bromley South station, and the pre-requisites to achieving that 
potential.  We would ask that any firm commissioned to carry out this work consult 
closely with Bromley Cyclists, given their over 20 years’ relevant experience.      

 

 

John H Wood 
Borough Coordinator 


