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SHaW Futures Academy Action Group 

Submission to TfL Consultation on Walking and Cycling at 

Outer London junctions 

Introduction 

We are a group of Bromley residents either opposed to, or with serious concerns about, an 

application by SHaW Futures Academy to build a secondary school for 1,260 children and with 150 

staff at one of Bromley’s busiest junction, at the corner of Westmoreland Road and Masons Hill.  We 

henceforth refer to this as ‘the Junction’.   The Junction is moreover the entrance to Bromley High 

street, and on the main access route to Bromley South station, the borough’s busiest railway station 

which has non-stop services to Central London and is on the Thameslink line.   

SHaW Futures Academy site Location, at Junction of Westmoreland Road, 

Masons Hill and Bromley High Street

 

       Source:  SHaW Futures Academy Transport Assessment, Mott MacDonald consultants, Jan 17 

An outline to the school concept can be found here.  It is to be a “vertical school”, ten stories high, 

and is to be built on a small plot belonging to the Educational Funding Agency (EFA).  It will have a 

strong vocational orientation, focusing on health, wellbeing and science.   It will have no playing 

fields, but children will have access to other sports facilities in the Borough.   

http://www.shawfuturesacademy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/160914-Public-Exhibition-Shaw-Futures-Academy_v6.pdf
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In writing to TfL we have two objectives: (a) to have the case considered under the above-mentioned 

consultation process, and; (b) to prompt TfL’s proactive involvement in the planning process as soon 

as possible, with a view to addressing the problems we raise below.    

The planning process 

The planning application can be found here, along with many1 of the written objections to it.  There 

is a growing shortage of secondary school places in Bromley Borough, and it is forecast that an extra 

34 forms of entry will be needed by 2022, and for this reason the Council is very keen to approve 

applications.  However, the Council has identified a number of issues with the application, notably 

the likelihood of traffic congestion at the Junction and near the school, the risk of flooding from a 

culvert under the school, and the environmental impact on the local residential area.  Local residents 

also point to the lack of outdoor space and poor air quality, making this an unsuitable site for a 

secondary school.   

The application is to be considered by the Council’s Development Control Committee on September 

6th, and the Council expects the promoters to come up with satisfactory answers, and presumably 

S106 finance, that will address these issues to its satisfaction. 

Our concerns 

Our group members have varied concerns about the school.  A number live close by and think that it 

will blight their neighbourhood, while some with backgrounds in education have serious concerns 

about the physical layout and/or lack of playing fields.  The Bromley Civic Society has protested to 

the Council that the high-rise development will cause a loss of the view from the High Street to 

Keston Ridge.  All of us, including those living further afield, are concerned about the prospect of 

growing congestion at the Junction and in the streets close to the school, and this aspect is the 

subject of our submission to TfL.  One of our members is with Bromley Cyclists, which has particular 

concerns over transport matters. 

Bromley Council has designated central Bromley a zone for high-rise development, the school being 

a case in point.  Others include the close-by 20-storey St Marks Place development, which is 

approaching completion, the already approved 17-storey development of the H.G. Wells Centre site, 

the ‘Site G’ 16-storey development adjacent to the Library Gardens which is coming up for 

consideration by the Council and the 20-storey ‘Site A’ development behind Bromley North station 

on which consultation is to start in September.  We are concerned that this densification will put 

increased strain on transport links.  Public transport at the Junction is already at capacity during peak 

hours, and we believe the combined effect of growing population, the school and other high rise 

developments will intensify the problem.    

  

                                                           
1
 Many comments, such as TfL’s and Bromley Cyclists’ critical comments about transport aspects, of 3 and4 

April respectively, are not shown on the planning website. 

https://searchapplications.bromley.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=OMUQTWBT0Q200
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Bromley South and the need to change the modal split 

However, this is only part of the problem.  The Junction is close to Bromley South station, where 

commuter traffic is growing.  This puts increasing strain both on the under-dimensioned station, 

which is widely acknowledged to be in need of redevelopment, and on the access routes down the 

A21, Hayes Road and Westmoreland Road, all of which funnel traffic through the Junction into the 

High Street and towards Bromley South station.     

Here we need to consider both the volume of traffic, which will increase in line with population, and 

the modal split.  The Mayor’s transport strategy involves greatly increasing the overall share of 

public transport, walking and cycling by the year 2041, with a view to improving public health and 

reducing congestion.  The need is particularly pronounced in outer London where car usage is 

greater and we find that TFL research has established that people tend to walk less than those who 

live in inner London, and that there is much greater potential for growth in cycling.       

Public transport and walking are already major means of access to Bromley South, but cycling has a 

very small share, with about 0.4% of commuters leaving their bikes at the station.  There is major 

potential for increase, but this will require radical improvements in cycling infrastructure and 

thereby road safety2.  Such a change requires much forward planning with a view to putting the 

necessary cycle lanes and other infrastructure into place.  A modest start is being made with the 

approval of a route from Bromley South to Shortlands, but there are no plans for cycle paths through 

the Junction and southwards towards Farnborough, Hayes and West Wickham.   

Pedestrian access is also restricted around the Junction.  The pavement on Westmoreland Rd leading 

to Masons Hill is extremely narrow, only 1m wide, and with street furniture such that pedestrian 

access often needs to be single file and therefore only one way, especially to allow those with 

impaired mobility or children in buggies to pass.  The road crossing over Westmoreland Road is very 

narrow with a centre split that gets congested and dangerous at peak times. The design is incapable 

of safely handling large numbers of pedestrians as it stands and will become worse when the St 

Marks Square development opens.   

East-west road traffic 

The Junction is also on the main east-west thoroughfare for the southern end of Bromley and drivers 

use this intensively.  The only possible alternative is via Hayes Road/Hayes Lane, a route which is 

impeded both by a width restriction to calm traffic outside Ravensbourne School and a 4-way traffic-

lighted junction with Bromley Common and Homesdale Road which is both notoriously slow to cross 

and also a traffic accident blackspot. The Junction and route needs urgent attention as matters can 

only get worse. 

  

                                                           
2
 These are the findings of a short research exercise that one of our members led in 2016, and which involved 

interviewing commuters who were cycling to rail at Bromley South.   

https://bromleylibdems.org.uk/en/page/cycling-survey-results
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Enter SHaW Futures Academy  

The new school will increase the traffic in an area where there are already the above-mentioned 

stresses and challenges.   The promoter’s travel assessment presents a benign picture whereby there 

will be negligible impact, but this is simply not credible to the people living nearby and who have 

witnessed the relatively minor impact of the Harris Academy (around 150 children) which was 

temporarily located at the site.  Sarah Hoad of TfL has also seriously critiqued the travel assessment, 

in her comment of 3 April, finding that it had: 

 significantly underestimated trips – the   number made by bus and car would be higher and 

those by rail and cycle lower than the developers assume – this raises concern for the capacity of 

the bus network; 

 failed to account for 2-way trips by car of parents dropping off/collecting pupils and 

underestimated the level of pick off and drop off by car.  There is some potential for overspill 

onto Westmoreland Rd which could block traffic flow and buses on this busy route, making the 

proposals incompatible with the London Plan. 

 not provided sufficient information on the catchment area for the school, or parental 

expressions of interest (we are not aware of this); 

On the basis of a traffic modelling exercise, Hoad forecasted that the development would impact on 

the operation of the junction between A21 Kentish and the B228 Masons Hill, “pushing one arm over 

capacity in the pm peak hour”.  In view of this, there was a need for further discussion once 

developers had re-run trip calculations on more reasonable assumptions. 

A major plank in SHaW Academy’s platform is that it will promote healthy lifestyles by causing 

students and staff to walk and cycle to the school.  However it provides for no infrastructural 

improvements that would facilitate these travel modes, except for the installation of some bike racks 

at the school.  Worst of all it assumes parents will allow their children along very busy, hazardous 

and sloping roads that lack cycle lanes, i.e. Masons Hill and Westmoreland Road.  These roads are 

“marked for use by cyclists” on TfL’s Local Cycling Map (no 11), but SHaW’s Travel Assessment 

uncritically assumes that they are suitable for children. 

The new school will exacerbate obstacles and danger for pedestrians and traffic on the 

Westmoreland Road approach to the Junction.  There are bus stops on both sides of the road right 

next to the crossing and the proposed school will add to congestion as buses deposit 

passengers.  Sandford Road is immediately next to the pedestrian crossing, a bus stop and the 

proposed school, and we foresee that once parents start depositing children (as they certainly will), 

many vehicles will turn into it causing mayhem. 

Planning implications of the above 

The proposed location of the SHaW Futures Academy will not only cause congestion and delay the 

flow of buses but, if the current plans go ahead before a comprehensive review of possible transport 

infrastructure improvements in the immediate vicinity, the chance for such improvements may be 

lost, because some of the land set aside for the school may be needed to improve access for 
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pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles, notably buses.   As such it is imperative that transport planning 

should come before a decision is made about the school. 

Apart from that, we think that TfL needs to give early consideration to the development of 

segregated cycle lanes on the roads for which it has responsibility, notably Masons Hill and the A21, 

which lead cyclists to the Junction.  The A21 is the key road cutting through the Borough from north 

to south, and is connected to Bromley South which has non-stop service to central London.   TfL’s 

recent Cycling Analysis document rates the A21 as a “medium potential connection” for upgrading, 

as opposed to the “top” or “high potential” assigned to many inner London roads.  We think this 

rating should be checked out, as it may reflect the nature of assumptions TfL used in its modelling.  

Rather surprisingly, it has excluded multi-modal trips like cycling-to-rail, and of demand from people 

living more than 400 metres from the road targeted for upgrading.  Here, we draw your attention to 

Peter Murray’s analysis showing that cycling can dramatically increase the catchment area of 

stations, provide greater employment opportunities and reduce Londoners’ dependence on private 

motor vehicles. 

There are other possible ways of improving access for cyclists and walkers, for example developing a 

‘green route’ that roughly follows the line of the Ravensbourne, connecting Hayes and Keston to the 

Junction, passing via Bromley Common, and building on the success of the ‘Waterlink Way’ which 

follows the Ravensbourne and Pool Rivers from Lewisham to Beckenham.   This would require some 

study of the planning issues involved. 

Our recommendation 

It is our contention that there needs to be much more joined-up planning about transport links 

around the Junction and, and that the planning proposal for the school should be put on hold until 

this has been done. This should also include planning of such cycling and walking facilities that will 

facilitate and speed access within the catchment area of Bromley South, particularly from the south 

side, as well as east-west traffic.  

We also ask that TfL reviews the way the Strategic Cycling Analysis has rated the potential of the A21 

and other roads in Bromley Borough.   

The planning decision is nearly upon us (September 6th), so we shall be grateful if TfL can kindly deal 

with our request as a matter of some urgency.  

Deborah Williams, deborah.williams54@ntlworld.com, tel.  020 8466 0600 

 

Note - this document is based on a final draft approved by the following members of our group, 

subject to minor edits:  Jonathan Coulter, Sam Caethoven, Jerry Barnard, Richard Coughtrie, Rhian 

Kanat 

 

11 August 2017 

http://www.onlondon.co.uk/guest-article-how-london-cycling-policy-can-drive-good-economic-growth/
mailto:deborah.williams54@ntlworld.com

